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survey results

The following tables summarize the results of the four surveys administered as part of the study.

Table 1.1 Survey 1 Response Categories

Male Response Categories Freq. % Female Response Categories Freq. %

personality1.	
physical appearance2.	
mentality / mental ability3.	
mutual understanding4.	
morals / values5.	
love6.	
job / income / status7.	
talent / capability8.	
health9.	

educational level10.	

102
27
15
11
9
7
2
1
1
1

58.0
15.3
8.5
6.3
5.1
4.0
1.1
0.6
0.6
0.6

  personality1.	
physical appearance2.	
love3.	
morals / values4.	
mentality / mental ability5.	
ability to care for her6.	
talent / capability7.	
job / income / status8.	
mutual understanding9.	
future / potential10.	
health11.	
romance12.	

114
16
15
11
8
8
8
7
5
2
2
2

57.6
8.1
7.6
5.6
4.0
4.0
4.0
3.5
2.5
1.0
1.0
1.0

Total 176 Total 198

Table 2.1 Survey 2 Significance Table of Mate Selection Criteria

Descriptive Statements

Avg. Score 
Female

Stand.
Dev.

Female

Avg Score 
Male

Stand.
Dev.
Male t

(s)he likes kids1.	
(s)he has a sense of humor††*2.	
(s)he has avg. height & weight3.	
(s)he is popular4.	
(s)he is intelligent††5.	
(s)he is good looking†6.	
(s)he has money††7.	
(s)he is sexy8.	
(s)he is kind and honest9.	
(s)he has a good job††10.	

4.87
5.37
5.00
5.22
6.24
4.48
5.22
3.89
6.59
5.65

1.83
1.20
1.45
1.41
0.87
1.53
1.17
1.54
0.83
1.10

5.32
4.80
4.93
5.20
5.64
5.16
3.66
3.91
6.55
4.77

1.75
1.56
1.65
1.55
1.53
1.63
2.00
1.90
1.21
1.92

-1.188
1.960
0.209
0.041
2.312
-2.045
4.535
-0.049
0.190
2.686

* Significance level not below 5 percent †† Female-specific preference † Male-specific preference

Table 2.2 Survey 2 Mate Selection Criteria Ranked by Average Score

Descriptive Statements
Female

Avg.
Score 

Female

Stand. 
Dev.

Female
Descriptive Statements
Male

Avg. 
Score 
Male

Stand. 
Dev.
Male

he is kind and honest.1.	
he is intelligent††2.	
he has a good job††3.	
he has a sense of humor††*4.	
he is popular5.	
he has money††5.	
he has avg height and weight7.	
he likes kids8.	
he is good looking9.	
he is sexy10.	

6.59
6.24
5.65
5.37
5.22
5.22
5.00
4.87
4.48
3.89

0.83
0.87
1.10
1.20
1.41
1.17
1.45
1.83
1.53
1.54

she is kind and honest1.	
she is intelligent2.	
she likes kids3.	
she is popular4.	
she is good looking†5.	
she has avg height and weight6.	
she has a sense of humor7.	
she has a good job8.	
she is sexy9.	
she has money10.	

6.55
5.64
5.32
5.20
5.16
4.93
4.80
4.77
3.91
3.66

1.21
1.53
1.75
1.55
1.63
1.65
1.56
1.92
1.90
2.00

* Significance level not below 5 percent †† Female-specific preference † Male-specific preference
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Table 3.1 Survey 3 Significance Table of Mate Selection Criteria

Descriptive Statements

Avg.
Score 

Female

Stand.
Dev.

Female

Avg. 
Score 
Male

Stand.
Dev.
Male t

(s)he understands you, you understand him/her1.	
(s)he loves you, you love him/her†*2.	
(s)he is loyal3.	
(s)he has a good personality4.	
(s)he has interests in common with  you††5.	
(s)he loves you6.	
(s)he is well-educated††*7.	
(s)he has a good job††8.	
(s)he has money††9.	
(s)he has a good temper10.	
(s)he has good morals11.	
(s)he is good looking12.	
(s)he is taller/shorter than you13.	
(s)he is talented††14.	
(s)he has good health††15.	
(s)he is romantic††*16.	
(s)he takes care of you††17.	
(s)he has a good future††18.	
(s)he is intelligent19.	
(s)he has his own ideas, opinions††20.	

6.46
6.26
6.26
5.74
4.86
6.31
5.06
5.34
4.06
5.29
5.89
4.20
5.29
5.71
5.60
4.51
5.57
5.80
5.34
6.03

1.46
1.34
1.48
1.62
1.50
1.57
1.66
1.33
1.81
1.76
1.53
1.64
1.69
1.47
1.48
1.70
1.80
1.49
1.49
1.44

6.47
6.69
6.29
5.71
3.87
6.47
4.31
3.27
2.27
5.0

5.82
4.49
3.71
4.22
4.82
3.82
4.44
3.73
4.91
5.40

0.87
0.67
1.22
1.32
1.85
1.08
1.76
1.50
1.37
1.58
1.42
1.27
1.87
1.50
1.54
1.50
1.74
1.76
1.62
1.34

-0.036
-1.888
-0.105
0.097
2.573
-0.514
1.930
6.459
5.029
0.763
0.192
-0.887
3.900
4.446
2.278
1.931
2.829
5.557
1.223
2.013

	 * Significance level not below 5 percent †† Female-specific preference † Male-specific preference

Table 3.2 Survey 3 Mate Selection Criteria Ranked by Average Score

Descriptive Statements
Female

Avg.
Score 

Female

Stand. 
Dev.

Female
Descriptive Statements
Male

Avg. 
Score 
Male

Stand. 
Dev.
Male

he understands you, you 1.	
understand him
he loves you2.	
he loves you, you love him††3.	
he is loyal3.	
he has his own ideas, 5.	
opinions††
he has good morals6.	
he has a good future††7.	
he has a good personality8.	
he is talented††9.	
he has good health††10.	
he can take care of you††11.	
he has a good job††12.	
he is intelligent12.	
he has a good temper14.	

14.   he is taller than you
he is well-educated††*16.	
he has interests in common 17.	
with you††
he is romantic††*18.	
he is good looking19.	
he has money††20.	

6.46

6.31
6.26
6.26
6.03

5.89
5.80
5.74
5.71
5.60
5.57
5.34
5.34
5.29
5.29
5.06
4.86

4.51
4.20
4.06

1.46

1.57
1.34
1.48
1.44

1.53
1.49
1.62
1.47
1.48
1.80
1.33
1.49
1.76
1.69
1.66
1.50

1.70
1.64
1.81

she loves you, you love her†•1.	
she understands you, you 2.	
understands her†
she loves you2.	
she is loyal4.	
she has good morals5.	
she has a good personality6.	
she has her own ideas, opinions7.	
she has a good temper8.	
she is intelligent9.	
she has good health10.	
she is good looking11.	
she takes care of you12.	
she is well-educated13.	
she is talented14.	
she has interests in common 15.	
with you
she is romantic16.	
she has a good future17.	
she is not as tall as you18.	
she has a good job19.	
she has money20.	

6.69
6.47

6.47
6.29
5.82
5.71
5.40

5.00
4.91
4.82
4.49
4.44
4.31
4.22
3.87

3.82
3.73
3.71
3.27
2.27

0.67
0.87

1.08
1.22
1.42
1.32
1.34

1.58
1.62
1.54
1.27
1.74
1.76
1.50
1.85

1.50
1.76
1.87
1.50
1.37

	 * Significance level not below 5 percent †† Female-specific preference † Male-specific preference
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Table 4.1 Survey 4 Significance Table of Perceived Preferences

Descriptive Statements

Avg 
Score 

Female

Stand.
Dev.

Female

Avg. 
Score 
Male

Stand.
Dev.
Male t

(s)he understands him/her & she/he understands him/hera.	
(s)he loves him/her & she/he loves him/herb.	
(s)he is loyalc.	
(s)he has a good personalityd.	
(s)he has interests in common with him/here.	
(s)he loves him/herf.	
(s)he is well-educatedg.	
(s)he has a good jobh.	
(s)he has moneyi.	
(s)he has a good temperj.	
(s)he has good moralsk.	
(s)he is good looking†l.	
(s)he is taller than him/herm.	
(s)he is talented††n.	
(s)he has good health††o.	
(s)he is romantic††p.	
(s)he takes care of him/her††q.	
(s)he has a good  future††r.	
(s)he is intelligents.	
(s)he has his/her own ideas & opinionst.	

6.05
5.48
6.09
5.27
3.95
5.37
3.68
4.05
3.64
5.09
5.39
4.66
4.74
4.05
4.55
3.40
4.53
4.09
4.50
4.89

1.48
1.64
1.41
1.37
1.66
1.80
1.41
1.52
1.64
1.34
1.37
1.84
1.90
1.51
1.87
1.35
1.62
1.44
1.42
1.65

6.18
6.08
5.89
5.27
4.08
5.20
4.13
4.26
3.61
4.71
5.03
3.68
4.18
4.95
5.16
4.29
5.47
4.89
4.29
4.95

1.69
1.58
1.90
1.85
2.02
2.16
1.49
1.64
1.85
1.68
1.98
1.83
2.10
1.68
1.73
1.84
1.74
1.84
1.64
1.86

-0.397
-1.686
0.535
0.007
-0.307
-0.339
-1.402
-0.630
0.081
1.141
0.969
2.403
1.258
-2.564
-1.528
-2.422
-2.514
-2.356
0.662
-0.158

	 * Significance level not below 5 percent †† Perceived female preference † Perceived male preference

Table 4.2 Survey 4 Perceived Preferences Ranked by Importance Score

Descriptive Statements
Female

Avg.
Score 

Female

Stand. 
Dev.

Female
Descriptive Statements
Male

Avg. 
Score 
Male

Stand. 
Dev.
Male

she is loyal1.	
she understands him and he 2.	
understands her
she loves him & he loves her3.	
she has good morals4.	
she loves him5.	
she has a good personality6.	
she has a good temper7.	
she has her own ideas, opinions8.	
she is not as tall as him9.	
she is good looking†10.	
she has good health11.	
she takes care of him12.	
she is intelligent13.	
she has a good future14.	
she has a good job15.	
she is talented15.	
she has interests in common 17.	
with him
she is well-educated18.	
she has money19.	
she is romantic20.	

6.09
6.05

5.48
5.39
5.37
5.27
5.09
4.89

4.74
4.66
4.55
4.53
4.50
4.09
4.05
4.05
3.95

3.68
3.64
3.40

1.41
1.48

1.64
1.37
1.80
1.37
1.34
1.65

1.90
1.84
1.87
1.62
1.42
1.44
1.52
1.51
1.66

1.41
1.64
1.35

he understands her and she 1.	
understands him
he loves her & she loves him2.	
he is loyal3.	
he takes care of her††4.	
he loves her5.	
he has a good personality6.	
he has good health††7.	
he has good morals8.	
he is talented††9.	
he has is own ideas,10.	

         opinions
he has a good future††11.	
he has a good temper12.	
he is romantic††13.	
he is intelligent14.	
he has a good job15.	
he is taller than her16.	
he is well-educated17.	
he has interests in common with 18.	
her
he is good looking19.	
he has money20.	

6.18

6.08
5.89
5.47
5.42
5.27
5.16
5.03
4.95
4.95

4.89
4.71
4.29
4.29
4.26
4.18
4.13
4.08

3.68
3.61

1.69

1.58
1.90
1.74
2.16
1.85
1.73
1.98
1.68
1.86

1.84
1.68
1.84
1.64
1.64
2.10
1.49
2.02

1.83
1.85
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Survey 1 Free Listing Responses

The complete list of responses to the free-listing survey follows.

Descriptive Phrases Provided by Male Respondents
Translated from Chinese to English. Responses given in English1 begin with the marker “English.”

Descriptive Phrase Freq. Descriptive Category Subcategory
health/healthy 1 Health
high status, very high taste, … 2 Job / Income / Status
English: “she loves me and I love her” 2 Love Mutual Love
cares about me 1 Love
English “shares with me” 1 Love

English: “prepared to sacrifice herself for me” 1 Love

English: “she should be one who wish to give part of her heart to me 
while promising to take good care of the part of heart I offer her”

1 Love Mutual Love

the two sides are willing to forever be with the other, also they have the 
ability to always be together

1 Love Mutual Love

smart, intelligent 5 Mentality / Mental Ability
has ideas 3 Mentality / Mental Ability
adores freedom and equality 1 Mentality / Mental Ability Ideas and Opinions
cares for people/culture and has world perspective 1 Mentality / Mental Ability Ideas and Opinions
English: “knowledge” 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
has her own opinion 1 Mentality / Mental Ability Ideas and Opinions
healthy ideas/mind 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
intellectuality 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
knowledge, wisdom 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
quick mind 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
thinks highly of her self worth and her life 1 Mentality / Mental Ability Ideas and Opinions
chaste; virtuous 2 Morals / Values
English: “be loyal to me” / English: “loyal” 2 Morals / Values Loyal
filial piety 2 Morals / Values
has a sense of righteousness 1 Morals / Values
pure 1 Morals / Values
respect family elders 1 Morals / Values
have a common language 3 Mutual Understanding
English: “know each other well” / English: “understanding each other” 2 Mutual Understanding
mutual understanding 2 Mutual Understanding
a companion and friend, a very bright heart 1 Mutual Understanding
mutual understanding 1 Mutual Understanding
should resemble a friend 1 Mutual Understanding
sympathetic, understands my inner spirit 1 Mutual Understanding
good, honest, kind-hearted 15 Personality
gentle, soft, tender 9 Personality
English: “considerate” 4 Personality
easy to communicate with 2 Personality Communication 
mature 2 Personality
understands others 2 Personality
a little humor 1 Personality

1 The English language responses often showed a greater frequency of certain terms than Chinese language responses. In the case of “considerate” or 
体贴,the English form occurred much more often than the Chinese form. We hypothesize that this reflects the vocabulary of the students’ English 
lessons. Future surveys should prohibit responses in English.
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a little manly/masculine temperament 1 Personality
acts rationally 1 Personality Temperament
calm, cool-headed 1 Personality Temperament
can appropriately handle emotional problems 1 Personality
can care about a man’s love and payment for her 1 Personality
can stand the adversity and times of happiness with me 1 Personality
can understand others 1 Personality
cannot always get angry 1 Personality Temperament
carefree 1 Personality
charming 1 Personality
considerate 1 Personality
English: “able to express her own feelings” 1 Personality Communication 
English: “affectionate” 1 Personality
English: “ambitious” 1 Personality
English: “do not lose herself in love” 1 Personality
English: “has common experiences and interests with me” 1 Personality Common Interests
English: “heartful” 1 Personality
English: “kind” 1 Personality
English: “lively” 1 Personality
English: “loves children” 1 Personality Common Interests
English: “my type” 1 Personality
English: “nice personality” 1 Personality
English: “not materialistic” 1 Personality
English: “not picky” 1 Personality
English: “positive” 1 Personality Temperament
English: “should not be vulgar” 1 Personality
English: “should not complain a lot” 1 Personality Temperament
English: “sincere” 1 Personality
English: “thoughtful” 1 Personality
English: “tolerant” 1 Personality
English: “understanding” 1 Personality
English: “work things out together” 1 Personality
extroverted 1 Personality
feminine 1 Personality
frank 1 Personality
gets along with others 1 Personality
go through emotions logically 1 Personality Temperament
good personality, don’t do bad things, kind person 1 Personality
has discipline in life 1 Personality
has emotion 1 Personality
have a definite ambition 1 Personality
have the same hobbies 1 Personality Common Interests
honest 1 Personality
in a time of difficulty, mutually support one another, mutually 
encourage, don’t leave and don’t give up

1 Personality

in life, simple and frugal 1 Personality
knows how to communicate 1 Personality Communication 
ladylike, but also very capable 1 Personality
lively 1 Personality
loves to laugh 1 Personality
mild, calm 1 Personality Temperament
not easily cause violent/rash action 1 Personality Temperament
not too ambitious 1 Personality
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not too big differences 1 Personality
obedient, well-behaved 1 Personality
optimistic 1 Personality Temperament
personality/temperament and self are very close 1 Personality
punctual 1 Personality
simple, unadorned, plain 1 Personality
strong 1 Personality
temperament can be calm or moved 1 Personality Temperament
temperament compatible with me 1 Personality
the best is to understand Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musicals, especially 
Phantom of the Opera

1 Personality Common Interests

thrifty 1 Personality
truly likes herself and is willing to care for herself and take care of 
herself

1 Personality

understands praise 1 Personality
warm, cordial, enthusiastic, caring 1 Personality Temperament
won’t let her ideas drown out those of her partner 1 Personality
beautiful 8 Physical Appearance
pretty 5 Physical Appearance
cute 3 Physical Appearance
English: “cute” 2 Physical Appearance
appearance 1 Physical Appearance
easy to look at (not against the eye) 1 Physical Appearance
English: “adorable” 1 Physical Appearance
English: “Better younger than me, but it’s not important.” 1 Physical Appearance
English: “does not need to be very beautiful” 1 Physical Appearance
English: “feminine” 1 Physical Appearance
English: “not very ugly” 1 Physical Appearance
height/stature 1 Physical Appearance
suitable/compatible height 1 Physical Appearance
knows how to cook 1 Talent / Capability
English: “well-educated” 1 Well-educated

Descriptive Phrases Provided by Female Respondents
Translated from Chinese to English. Responses given in English begin with the marker “English.”

Descriptive Phrase Freq. Descriptive Category Subcategory
won’t spoil/pamper/dote on me 1 Ability to care for her
pampers me 1 Ability to care for her
English: “accountable” 1 Ability to care for her
English: “can protect me” 1 Ability to care for her
English: “have a strong sense of duty” 1 Ability to care for her
English: “reliable” 1 Ability to care for her
English: “satisfy all my reasonable needs” 1 Ability to care for her
can deal with me/be patient with me 1 Ability to care for her
has a future 1 Future / Potential
has great goals/ambitions 1 Future / Potential
healthy 1 Health
good health 1 Health
English: “have a steady income” 1 Job / Income / Status
English: “promising” 1 Job / Income / Status
English: “with a decent job” 1 Job / Income / Status
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similar economic conditions 1 Job / Income / Status
similar educational background 1 Job / Income / Status
has economic foundation 1 Job / Income / Status
has definite economic/financial strength 1 Job / Income / Status
loves me 6 Love
good to me 2 Love
focused/concentrated on me 2 Love
English: “loves and respects me” 1 Love
English: “put me in the first place (before his career or other people)” 1 Love
treasures me 1 Love
English: “soul mate” 1 Love Mutual Love
English: “the one who loves me and also loved by me” 1 Love Mutual Love
smart 2 Mentality / Mental Ability
English: “open-minded” 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
intellectual, knowledgeable 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
ardently loves humanity and life 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
studies better than me 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
has ideals 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
has ideas 1 Mentality / Mental Ability
filial piety 6 Morals / Values
loyal 4 Morals / Values Loyal
respects parents 2 Morals / Values
English: “faithful” 1 Morals / Values Loyal
doesn’t take a promise lightly 1 Morals / Values
upright, upstanding, honest 1 Morals / Values
both sides can give each other a little free space 1 Mutual Understanding
English: “someone could communicate with me deeply” 1 Mutual Understanding
understands me 1 Mutual Understanding
English: “who I know well” 1 Mutual Understanding
compatible with me 1 Mutual Understanding
has sense of responsibility 14 Personality
humorous/funny 10 Personality
honest, truthful 7 Personality
mature 7 Personality
good, honest, kind-hearted 7 Personality
progressive/moves forward ( sense of progress) 7 Personality
considerate 5 Personality
lenient, tolerant 4 Personality
manly 3 Personality
likes/loves sports 2 Personality Common Interests
has similar interests 2 Personality Common Interests
generous 2 Personality
cares for other people  / will take care of other people 2 Personality
reliable 2 Personality
understands people 2 Personality
perseveres 2 Personality
optimistic 2 Personality Temperament
gentle, soft, tender 2 Personality Temperament
good communicator 1 Personality Communication
English: “have a lot of interests” 1 Personality Common Interests
English: “share some common interests with me” 1 Personality Common Interests
forgiving 1 Personality
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stronger than me 1 Personality
don’t want too worldly, profane, materialistic 1 Personality
can bear the unbearable/difficult 1 Personality
sentimental 1 Personality
English: “kind” 1 Personality
English: “not too careful” 1 Personality
English: “not too considerate (moderately considerate)” 1 Personality
English: “not very strong” 1 Personality
English: “sweet” 1 Personality
English: “understanding” 1 Personality
lenient 1 Personality
actively forges ahead 1 Personality
a teacher mentality 1 Personality
carefree 1 Personality
understands power well 1 Personality
introverted 1 Personality
doesn’t use vulgar language 1 Personality
a little bad 1 Personality
has feelings 1 Personality
has self control 1 Personality
interesting 1 Personality
both wise and brave 1 Personality
does not have a bad temper 1 Personality Temperament
warm, cordial, enthusiastic 1 Personality Temperament
warm 1 Personality Temperament
solemn, serious 1 Personality Temperament
sunshine/bright 1 Personality Temperament
has energy/vitality 1 Personality Temperament
tall 5 Physical Appearance
handsome 5 Physical Appearance
taller than me 1 Physical Appearance
better looking than me 1 Physical Appearance
English: “young” 1 Physical Appearance
tall, straight 1 Physical Appearance
feeling of his outward appearance 1 Physical Appearance
not too good looking 1 Physical Appearance
has a sense of love 2 Romance
strong ability to work with hands 1 Talent / Capability
English: “capable” 1 Talent / Capability
knows how to do household chores 1 Talent / Capability
more ability than me 1 Talent / Capability
artistic or literary talent 1 Talent / Capability
has talented 1 Talent / Capability
ingenious, creative 1 Talent / Capability
does things seriously and low-key 1 Talent / Capability
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Survey Questions (中文)

The surveys were administered in Chinese before being translated into English. The original Chinese form of each 
survey follows.

Survey 1 Exploratory Free Listing Survey

男生 / 女生：请用一些词或者简短的句子（多少不限）来描述你理想的对象。

Survey 2 Control Survey

男生 / 女生：请给你心中理想(男/女)人所具备的各条件重要性打分 
（按 1 “无所谓”  到 7 “很重要”）。

喜欢小孩1.	
有幽默感2.	
身材适中3.	
受人欢迎4.	
具有才智5.	

外表堂堂6.	
经济实力7.	
性感8.	
诚实善良9.	
工作稳定10.	

Survey 3 Twenty New Criteria

男生 / 女生：对于理想中的对象，你有哪些条件，其中哪些比较重要？  下面是一些对于理想对象的描
述，请按1（无所谓）－7 （非常重要）给这些描述打分。  

你们相互理解1.	
你们彼此相爱2.	
她很忠诚3.	
她性格好4.	
她与你有共同的兴趣爱好5.	
她爱你6.	
她受教育程度高7.	
她有好的工作8.	
她有钱9.	
她脾气好10.	

她道德高尚11.	
她外表/样貌好12.	
她比你矮一点13.	
她有才干14.	
她身体好15.	
她有浪漫情怀16.	
她未来前景好17.	
她能照顾你18.	
她聪明19.	
她有自己的思想和见解20.	

Survey 4 A Novel Approach

女生: 作为一名女性，请您猜测一下男性心目中对理想对象会有怎样的要求，会注重哪些因素？  以下
是一些对男性的理想对象的描述，请您猜测一下这些因素在男性选择对象时的重要性，按1（无所谓）到 
7 （很重要)打分。
 
男生: 作为一名男性，请您猜测一下女性心目中对理想对象会有怎样的要求，会注重哪些因素？  以下
是一些对女性的理想对象的描述，请您猜测一下这些因素在女性选择对象时的重要性，按1（无所谓）到 
7 （很重要)打分。 
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相互理解1.	
彼此相爱2.	
忠诚3.	
性格好4.	
与自己有共同的兴趣爱好5.	
这位男士爱她6.	
受教育程度高7.	
有好的工作8.	
有钱9.	
脾气好10.	

道德高尚11.	
英俊12.	
这位男士长得比她高13.	
有才干14.	
身体好15.	
有浪漫情怀16.	
能照顾她17.	
他的未来前景好18.	
聪明19.	
有自己的思想和见解20.	


